
Historical Background: British rule and industrialization practices influenced the Indian environment, culture and economy 
in both beneficial and detrimental ways. 
British built railroads allowed for transportation of large groups of people and helped to relieve famines by quickly distributing food 
and relief. The British expanded educational opportunities for many upper-class Indians by allowing them to travel to Britain for study 
at elite universities. British rule also stimulated the Indian economy and provided the industrialization necessary for successful compe-
tition in the world market. 
In contrast, imperial rule disrupted the traditional way of life for the majority of Indians- the farmers. While new irrigation canals al-
lowed for use of more land, the British converted much of Indian agriculture to cash crops for export. Because Indian farmers were no 
longer growing crops to feed their families, food became scarce. Despite the expansive British rail system, the drought of 1896-1897 
was so large that over five million Indians died of starvation. Historians believe another million may have died from food shortages 
between 1899-1900. Finally, with the development of irrigation canals, colonial officials inadvertently created an environment capable 
of sustaining the Anopheles mosquito, the cause for malaria. In addition to malaria, Indians suffered from epidemics of cholera, 
plague, influenza and tuberculosis during the colonial era due to the increased movement of people into cities and through out the 
country on the British railroads. 

Directions: Read each source and complete the 6Cs. 
Prompt: Based on your analysis of the documents, identify positive and negative consequences of British 
Imperialism in India.

10. 4 Imperialism: India 

Source: The London Times “British Control Over India”
 May 24, 1911

Article adapted from the London Times May 24, 1911.

Source: The British 
Library
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Source: Photograph, Victoria Terminus, Bombay 1888
 

"The most 
magnificent railway 

station in the world." 
Stereographic image 

of Victoria Terminus, 
Bombay.
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  Source: The London Times “British Control Over India” 



 Source: 
The London Times 
“Foreign Trade of 
British India” 
July 9, 1881 

Adapted from the 

London Times. The 

year was remark-

able for a very great 

increase of both 

imports and exports 

of  merchandise. The 

following changes in 

the value of Indian 

exports were the most 

noteworthy:

Source: The London Times “The Forests of the Empire” 
July 9, 1881 

Adapted from the London Times
  Source: The London Times “The Forests of the Empire” 1881
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Source: The London Times “Foreign Trade of British India” 
July 9, 1881 
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