Reconstruction Black Codes
Reconstruction
From: UCI History Project
History Standards: 8.11.3 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Understand the effects of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, including racial segregation and “Jim Crow” laws.

CCSS Standards: Reading, Grades 6-8
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
Guiding Question:
What are the patterns of the Black Code laws?
Overview of Lesson:
Ask students about modern laws.  Do they apply the same to everyone?  Why?  What would it imply if laws applied differently to different people?
Explain to students that during Reconstruction, laws were put in place to govern the behavior of black Americans.  Ask students to confer with a partner and try to decide why such laws would have been enacted, then ask for some volunteer answers.  Ask students also what kinds of behavior they think such laws would be likely to govern.
Give students a copy of the Black Codes below.  Work through the first law as a whole class.  Explain any vocabulary that needs clarification, and model think-alouds as you go.  Answer the questions on an overhead, using complete sentences and details from the text (another piece of paper may be preferable).  After modeling once or twice, as your class requires, let students work through the remaining codes in pairs or individually.  
As an exit ticket, pose the guiding question to students, and have them write their complete answer on the back of the worksheet or answer sheet.  Encourage them to write at least 2-3 sentences.
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What would happen if a black or white person married each other?  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How many generations did they count back to determine if a person was black? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There is one generation between you and your parents.  A generation length is, on average, 25 years.  How many years would be between three generations? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]

What would happen if someone tried to convince or help a “freedman” to leave their job? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen if someone gave a runaway “freedman” any food? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would happen if someone tried to convince a “freedman” to leave their job because they wanted to give them another job? ________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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If a court determined a person under 18 was an orphan, what would the court do with the minor? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would happen if a court decided a parent couldn’t provide for their minor children? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who would get the first chance at taking the minor as an “apprentice?” ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you think the court would always be honest in deciding if a parent could take care of their children?  Why or why not?_____________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]
Do you think there were a lot of differences between being an apprentice and being a slave?  Why or why not? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






[image: ]
How much could a “vagrant” be fined? ___________________________________________________
List five things that a person could do that could cause a court to consider them a “vagrant?” _______
___________________________________________________________________________________
What do you think would happen if the vagrant couldn’t pay the fine? _________________________________
[image: ][image: ]__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen if a “freedman” couldn’t pay any tax levied against them? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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andust; and the decision of the county court shall be final...

Sec. 9...If any person shall persuade or attempt to persuade, entice, or cause any freedman, free negro,
or mulatto to desert from the legal employment of any person before the expiration of his or her term
of service, or shall knowingly employ any such deserting freedman, free negro, or mulatto, or shall
knowingly give or sell to any such deserting freedman, free negro, or mulatto, any food, raiment, or
other thing, he or she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less
than twenty-five dollars and not more than two hundred dollars and the costs; and if said fine and costs
shall not be immediately paid, the court shall sentence said convict to not exceeding two months’
imprisonment in the county jail, and he or she shall moreover be liable to the party injured in damages:
Provided, if any person shall, or shall attempt to, persuade, entice, or cause any freedman, free negro,
or mulatto to desert from any legal employment of any person, with the view to employ said freedman,
free negro, or mulatto without the limits of this State, such person, on conviction, shall be fined not
less than fifty dollars, and not more than five hundred dollars and costs; and if said fine and costs shall
not be immediately paid, the court shall sentence said convict to not exceeding six months
imprisonment in the county jail....

2. MISSISSIPPI APPRENTICE LAW

Sec. 1....It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other civil officers of the several
counties in this State, to report to the probate courts of their respective counties semi-annually, at the
January and July terms of said courts, all freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes, under the age of
eighteen, in their respective counties, beats or districts, who are orphans, or whose parent or parents
have not the means or who refuse to provide for and support said minors; and thereupon it shall be the
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less than fifty dollars, and not more than five hundred dollars and costs; and if said fine and costs shall
not be immediately paid, the court shall sentence said convict to not exceeding six months
imprisonment in the county jail....

2. MISSISSIPPI APPRENTICE LAW

Sec. 1....It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other civil officers of the several
counties in this State, to report to the probate courts of their respective counties semi-annually, at the
January and July terms of said courts, all freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes, under the age of
eighteen, in their respective counties, beats or districts, who are orphans, or whose parent or parents
have not the means or who refuse to provide for and support said minors; and thereupon it shall be the
duty of said probate court to order the clerk of said court to apprentice said minors to some competent
and suitable person, on such terms as the court may direct, having a particular care to the interest of
said minor: Provided, that the former owner of said minors shall have the preference when, in the
opinion of the court, he or she shall be a suitable person for that purpose.

Sec. 2....The said court shall be fully satisfied that the person or persons to whom said minor shall be
apprenticed shall be a suitable person to have the charge and care of said minor, and fully to protect the
interest of said minor. The said court shall require the said master or mistress to execute bond and
security, payable to the State of Mississippi, conditioned that he or she shall furnish said minor with

2
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sufficient food and clothing: to treat said minor humanely; furnish medical attention in case of
sickness; teach, or cause to be taught, him or her to read and write, if under fifteen years old, and will
conform to any law that may be hereafter passed for the regulation of the duties and relation of master
and apprentice....

Sec. 3....In the management and control of said apprentice, said master or mistress shall have the power
to inflict such moderate corporal chastisement as a father or guardian is allowed to inflict on his or her
child or ward at common law: Provided, that in no case shall cruel or inhuman punishment be inflicted.

Sec. 4....If any apprentice shall leave the employment of his or her master or mistress, without his or
her consent, said master or mistress may pursue and recapture said apprentice, and bring him or her
before any justice of the peace of the county, whose duty it shall be to remand said apprentice to the
service of his or her master or mistress; and in the event of a refusal on the part of said apprentice so to
return, then said justice shall commit said apprentice to the jail of said county, on failure to give bond,
to the next term of the county court; and it shall be the duty of said court at the first term thereafter to
investigate said case, and if the court shall be of opinion that said apprentice left the employment of his
or her master or mistress without good cause, to order him or her to be punished, as provided for the
punishment of hired freedmen, as may be from time to time provided for by law for desertion, until he
or she shall agree to return to the service of his or her master or mistress: ...if the court shall believe
that said apprentice had good cause to quit his said master or mistress, the court shall discharge said
apprentice from said indenture, and also enter a judgment against the master or mistress for not more
than one hundred dollars, for the use and benefit of said apprentice....
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Group 2: 3. MISSISSIPPI VAGRANT LAW

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, etc.,...That all rogues and vagabonds, idle and dissipated persons, beggars,
Jjugglers, or persons practicing unlawful games or plays, runaways, common drunkards, common night-
walkers, pilferers, lewd, wanton, or lascivious persons, in speech or behavior, common railers and
brawlers, persons who neglect their calling or employment, misspend what they earn, or do not provide
for the support of themselves or their families, or dependents, and all other idle and disorderly persons,
including all who neglect all lawful business, habitually misspend their time by frequenting houses of
ill-fame, gaming-houses, or tippling shops, shall be deemed and considered vagrants, under the
provisions of this act, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars,
with all accruing costs, and be imprisoned at the discretion of the court, not exceeding ten days.

Sec. 2....All freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes in this State, over the age of eighteen years, found
on the second Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, with no lawful employment or business, or
found unlawfully assembling themselves together, either in the day or night time, and all white persons
so assembling themselves with freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, or usually associating with
freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of equality, or living in adultery or fornication with a
freed woman, free negro or mulatto, shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall be fined
in a sum not exceeding, in the case of a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, and a white man
two hundred dollars, and imprisoned at the discretion of the court, the free negro not exceeding ten
days, and the white man not exceeding six months....

Sec. 7....If any freedman, free negro, or mulatto shall fail or refuse to pay any tax levied according to




image7.png
miss codes.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Professional

Ble Edt Vew Doament Comments Forms ods Advanced Window belp

5 e+ o) corna i )+ ) suttce [ seowe = A sin+ (3] s~ P revewaconvnt -
* P o I ;

(=]

v W €c € CNEErocs o aratrtocs, or usually a a g
freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of equality, or living in adultery or fornication with a
freed woman, free negro or mulatto, shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall be fined
in a sum not exceeding, in the case of a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, and a white man
two hundred dollars, and imprisoned at the discretion of the court, the free negro not exceeding ten
days, and the white man not exceeding six months....

Sec. 7....If any freedman, free negro, or mulatto shall fail or refuse to pay any tax levied according to
the provisions of the sixth section of this act, it shall be prima facie evidence of vagrancy, and it shall
be the duty of the sheriff to arrest such freedman, free negro, or mulatto or such person refusing or

neglecting to pay such tax, and proceed at once to hire for the shortest time such delinquent tax-payer
to any one who will pay the said tax, with accruing costs, giving preference to the employer, if there be
one....

4. PENAL LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI
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Reconstruction
March 17, 2010
Birte Pfleger

DBQ: North or South: Who Killed Reconstruction?
Groups: Freedmen; Carpetbaggers; Scalawags; Radical Republicans; Ku Klux Klan

Reconstruction is a difficult problem in American history. How can peace be established after a long,
bloody war? Most conflicts end with some kind of a peace treaty. The Civil War could not end this
way — after Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, the North could not negotiate with the South; that would
have given legitimacy to the Confederacy in the end. Lincoln said “I hope there will be no bloody
work after the war is over.” But unfortunately there was much bloody work - most of it visited upon
freedmen and Northerners and Southerners, both black and white — struggled over the fate of the South
and the place of African Americans in American society. The bloody work did not end when
Reconstruction officially ended in 1877, it continued for all those who continued to challenge the
inferior position assigned to African Americans in American society.

Reconstruction has also ignited the passions of historians like no other era in American history.
The era is thus a great opportunity to highlight to students the importance of historiography in learning
history.

Sources & Groups:
1. Mississippi Black Codes& Apprentice Law (1 & 2)
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Larger Questions:

1. What did Reconstruction mean for African Americans?

2. How did foreigners view Reconstruction policies and President Johnson?

3. What do the files of the Southern Claims Commission tell us about slavery, freedom, property, race
relations etc.?

Group 1: 1865 Mississippi Black Codes - excerpts

Sec. 3....All freedmen, free negroes, or mulattoes who do now and have here before lived and
cohabited together as husband and wife shall be taken and held in law as legally married, and the issue
shall be taken and held as legitimate for all purposes; that it shall not be lawful for any freedman, free
negro, or mulatto to intermarry with any white person; nor for any white person to intermarry with any
freedman, free negro, or mulatto; and any person who shall so intermarry, shall be deemed guilty of
felony, and on conviction thereof shall be confined in the State penitentiary for life; and those shall be
deemed freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes who are of pure negro blood, and those descended from
a negro to the third generation, inclusive, though one ancestor in each generation may have been a
white person.

Sec. 6....All contracts for labor made with freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes for a longer period
than one month shall be in writing, and in duplicate, attested and read to said freedman, free negro, or
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