African Point of View
South Africa and the Age of Apartheid
From: Got Citizenship?, 2013

History Standards: 10.10.1

Understand the challenges in the regions, including their geopolitical, cultural, military, and economic significance and the international relationships in which they are involved. 
CCSS Standards: Reading, Grade 9-10
2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social studies.
5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis.
9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.
Guiding Question:
How did apartheid shape the experience of black South Africans?
Overview of Lesson:
Students will use the activities and graphic organizer below to guide them through a text selection, including excerpts from primary sources.  This may be done in partners, teams, or as a class, depending on the abilities of your class.  After completing all three activities, students should have some understanding of the ways in which apartheid influenced life for black South Africans.


South Africa Unit:  Mayibuye! Afrika!
Activity 1:  Analyzing different sources to gain understanding
1. What are the criticisms of the ANC discussed in Sources A and B?



2. Music was an important aspect of the Defiance Campaign in South Africa.  Using the sources, explain why you think music was so important to the movement.




3. Study the Freedom Charter.  Which demands in the Charter show
a. Democracy:

b. Redistribution of land and wealth:

c. Work:

d. Education:

e. Which of the demands do you think is the most important?  Explain your answer.


4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Study the Treason Trial photograph.  Does the fact that you know that this photograph was constructed affect its meaning in any way?  Explain.
 




Activity 2:  1960s - The Road to Armed Struggle
1. Read the Interview with Robert Sobukwe.  
a. What does Robert Sobukwe mean by a “nationalist struggle”?




b. Why did Sobukwe break away from the ANC?




c. Do you think Sobukwe’s views are racist?  Explain your reasoning.




2. Why does Ruth Mompati believe that the ANC had no choice but to start using violence?




3. What event in South African history, forced the ANC and the PAC to rethink their approach to the struggle?




4. Who was Steven Biko and what was the Black Consciousness movement?







Activity 3:  The Soweto Uprising
1. If only 20% of homes had electricity, 5% of homes had hot water and there was only one hospital for 1.5 million people, what do these statistics tell us about the general living conditions in Soweto in 1976?




2. Was there adequate schooling in Soweto?  Use the statistics to prove your answer.




3. How do these statistics help you to understand why there was such anger in the townships in 1976?





4. Fill in the chart:  Sources A-F each emphasize a particular cause of the Soweto Uprising.  Identify what each source states as the major cause of the uprising and then decide whether it is a long-term, short-term, or immediate cause.


	
	Major Cause of Soweto Uprising
	Is this a long-term/short-term/ or immediate cause of uprising?

	Source A
	
	

	Source B
	
	

	Source C
	
	

	Source D
	
	

	Source E
	
	

	Source F
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The ANC Youth League

The African National Congress (ANC) remained
out of touch with the mood and needs of most
‘Afiicans. It was only when the ANG Youth League
wasformed in 1944 that the ANC began to adopt
amore mass based approach.

Youth Leaguers such as Anton Lembede, its
first president, Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo and
Walter Sisuli caled for a militant programme
of action, based on mass protests, boycotts and
passive resistance. The Programme of Action was
only adopted by the ANG in 1949 when the Youth
Leaguers began to play a prominent role and the
movement dedicated itself to mass action

> doten Lembede, the frstpresident o the ANC Youth League.
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Source A
Interview wih Joe Matihesws of the ANC Youth Leag e

We no longerwant to g0 on deputations o the government. The Xuma* idea of going
0ff to Cape Town to see 2 minister every time there was a crisis must come (o an end.

And we must have strikes. and mass action.
Carterand Kars, ool 124

* D Huma became the president of the ANC in 1940 Ho was most concemed with te organization
of e ANC and did much i mate its unning more offcient.

Source B
David Bopape, a Youth Leaguer,citicized the ANC

The ANG recruited the top-Jevel type of people so that our conferences were mainly
attendedby what we regarded s intellectuals. The ANC didn't go down enough, (o
the masses.

modarate - infis case,
forms of protast such as dep-
utatios o petons, whch
involed ey smal
numbers of educated pacple
miltant - using strong pres-
sura o achive one's ims
sroundswel - agradal
strengifering of popular
opirion which s as unsiop-
pable as the powert, bt
slow-moving waves caused
by a recent storm far out

el disobedion:a - when
peope deibaraisy break
the aw as partof a poftical
campaign
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4 A goupof indians, whites,
colcureds and Aficans defy
tho creaton ofseparate
facitis i te 19503 during
the Defiance Campmizn.
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NON-VIOLENT PROTEST IN THE 1950s

Throughout the 1950, there were
many campaigns and protests
against apartheid and the apartheid
laws. There was a groundswell of
resistance as people responded in
overwhelming numbers o calls for
civil disobedience and defianc;
throughot the country.

I this section, we will look
at some of the most important
campaigns. Most acts of resistance
during this time were intended to
be nonviolent, though they did
become violent from time to time,
usually asa result of brutal police
action.
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atolish — put an end o o
getrdof

curfow — tim at right after
‘which black poopla were ot
alowed outsid thle houses
and had fo remain ndacrs
i thenext day

“Open the jail doors, we want to enter!”: The Defiance Campaign

In 1952 the African National Congress launched the Defiance Campaign. A programme
il disob edience was planned. This meant that large groups of Africans would peacefully
but deliberately break the law. They aimed to get arrested and flood the country’s prisons.
They hoped that this would draw public attention to the ap artheid laws and
rnment to abolish them

Mass rallies were held throughoui the country and groups of volunteers were sent
break the law. They walked through whites only’ entrances, sat in parks set aside

for whites only, broke the curfew, and refused to carry their passes. As a result, over
8000 people were arrested. The campaign had an enormous impact on people and ANG
membership swelled from 7 000 to 100 000, However, the police responded with extreme
violence, especially in the Eastern Cape. The state imposed heavy fines and even jai
sentences, and the ANC was forced to cal off the campaign

Songs of resistance
As peopte were failed, songs of stuggle and resistance ke Somiandela were sung

Somlanela

Somiandets Luthui We shail folow Luthuli

Luthul Luthui

Yonke indawo We shail follow him everywhere

Lapo ayakona somiandela he goes

Lelile ficwele uyaiandeina The jail are ful, they show that we struggle for

ourfreedom
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« dttert Lt was the presidentof the
ANC i 1952. Ho was the first South Afican
to.be awarded the Nobe Aize for Pace.
Here he accepts e avaxd in Osio, Ny,
in 966,
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Music has played such a ole that |
just don't see how one would have
pulled through the many years of
struggle at home, in exie, in camps,
al over the world, without being
sustained by song.

At notime has the iberation mavement
not been singing. At no time has the
fiberation movement not been dancing
Everywhere, culture becomes a very
central and avery important element
in this act of rebelion, in this act of
assertion that we are human

& Fram the CO oover Notes of SA Freedom Songs
Mayibuye Centre

¥ Thato Mecki Fresident f South Afica
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disbanded - closed el
down, discontinusd asa
poltical party.

state of mergoncy -2
period during which he
‘government suspendad the
ule of faw and fook special
powers o ruathe courtry
The poice and army couid
arrest anyonathey belived
tobeaihraatto the siate
banningorders ~a
‘government oder o dacrae.
which led 0 a parson being
Banned, This was usualy
imposed ona person fora
periadof fvayears.
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Repressive government legislation and actions
The Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 made the Communist Party illegal and
gave the govemment the power to declare any similar organization illegal as well. The
Communist Party disbanded itselfjust before this legisiation becare lav.

The Public Safety Act of 1953 enabled the government to declare a state of emergency
if it believed that public order was threatened

The government also placed banning orders on political activists. A banned person
was festricted to his,/her district, had to report to the police twice a day, could not be in
the company of more than one person, and could not be quoted. This effectively silenced
many activists. Organizations could also be banned, which meant they ceased to exist.
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“The People shall govern™: The Freedom Charter

In the 19505, different groups within the liberation movement came together to form the
Gongress Alliance. The Alliance included the ANG, the South African Indian Congress, the
South African Congress of Democrats (an organization of whites opposed to apartheid),
the Coloured People’s Organization and the South African Council of Trade Unions

The Alliance started the Gongress of the People Campaign. Volunteers travelled
throughout South Africa to collect the demands of ordinary South Africans for a just and
free society. These demands were listed in the Freedom Charter, which was presented to
the Gongress of the People in Kliptown in 1955. You can see video footage of this event in
the Apartheid Museum.

The Gongress of the People Campaign was important because it mobilized people over
alengthy period and so helped to revive the ANC. The ANG formulated a programme for
the Gongress Alliance which would guide it for the next forty years.
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER
‘We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and
the warld ta know:

That South Africa belangs ta all who live in it, black and white,
and that no government can Justly claim authority unless it
based on the will of the people.

The people shall govern
All national groups shall have equal rights,
The peaple shall share In the nation's wealth,
The land shall be shared by those who work It

All shall be equal before the law
All shall enjoy equal human rights.
There shall be work and security for all,

The doars of learning and culturs shall be opened

There shall be houses, security and comfort
There shall be peace and friendship,

& The cpening woxds and main clauses of the Freeo Charte:
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< Fosters were an important form of
protest, uticutryin the 19805. They
cften previded a wiying symtol or &
ol stgle o movement. The
Agertheds Museun has dedicated 3
ihcke wall 0 struzgle osters.

This poster was produced by the
democratic movement in 1985 to
colebratethe 30th amniversary ofthe
Freedam Charter. tshows that i the
19805 the Freedom Charter was stil
a powertulieration symeol, Ay
of the pincipes of o South Afican
Constitutin were spied ty he
demandso the Freedom Charter
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The Treason Trial

The South African government
regarded the Freedom Charter as
a treasonable document and it
claimed that the Congress Alliance
was plotting to overthrow the state.
As arestlt, 156 members of the
Congress Alliance were arrested and
charged with treason. The treason
il lasted from 1956 to 1961, but
the government failed to prove that
treason had been intended and so
everyone was eventually acquitted
You can see this very famous
and interesting photograph in the
Apartheid Museum. It is interesting
because it has been constructed
The photographer, Eli Weinberg, had
received permission to photograph
all 156 trialists in Joubert Park,
Johannesburg. However, when the
park superintendent found ot that
most of the peaple viere black, he

withdrew permission. So Weinberg set up benches outside the park and photographed
the peaple in different groups. He then put the groups together in a single photograph

Khee
ACCUSED

TREASON TRIAL

troasonabl /troason - an
actthatis cansidared by he
‘govemmert o be doyal
tothe courty. s often
punshatie by acition
acquitied - declared

not gty
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THE 1960s —
THE ROAD T0 ARMED STRUGGLE

The formation of the PAC

bert Sobukuwe, PX. Leballo and Zeph
led the Pan Africanist
rking with organizations that
ngress Alliance, whi

Gongress (PAG). As Afr
Af y opp
included the white-based Gongress of Der

were h also

n. They were parti
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< Robert Sobuns, th o of
90 PAG who was e risoned
o sixjoars cn Robben sl and
G i Kimberby as  bomnad.
Dasnin 197

Infervi with Rotert Sobuiwe, leader of the PAC, January 1956,

Question: Whatare your diferences with the ANG?
‘Sobukwe: W diffe aically i our conception o the strugsle. We firmiy hold that
weare oppressed as an Afican nation. To us therefore; thestruggle .2 rtiorl
Struggfe. There ara thase in the ANC who maintain,in the faca of the hard facts of
the A situation, that ours . class strggle... We, however, stand fo the compiote
overthrow ofwhite domination

Question: What s your answer to theaccusation that you are anti white?

‘Sobulawe: In South Afica then, once the wite domination has been averthrown and.
the white mans no fonger ‘white-man bass' but an individsl member of saciety,
there will ba no reason to hate him and he wil not be hated by the masses. We are
notanti-white, therefore. We do not hate the European because he i whitel We hate
him becauso he & an oppressor.

& Qoo Making History, Grads 126y} Fooe st al, 0. 327

Eupean- i s comie,
it 3 whiepasen. A
8 orgial e setrs
@meion Evope whies

i Sout Az caedthem-
sohes Europans By vsig
hetem, ey ey lsotave
et i he gt
Exopeves mor lzad
andacianced than A,
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The Shampeville Massacre

On 21 March 1960, the Pan Afficanist Congress arganized a protest against the pass lavis.
til using the methods of non-viclent protest, they plannedto march to the local police
station, handin their passes and give themselves up for arrest. A large crowd gathered
outside the police station at Sharpevill (near Vere=niging). The police fired on the crowd.
Killng 69 people and wounding 130 people.

What really happened at Shameville? Dealing with conflicting sources
When you analyse the fallowing sources describing the events at Sharpevils, you will see
that they do not agree with each othe. Infact,they present conflcting views of what
happened.

Source A
Anhistoian's accourt

At 1.15m. with nearly 300 police ocing a crowd of 5 000 a scuffle broke out at the
9t leading into the paice station, A police offcar, aceidentll or defberately, was.
‘pushed over: The attention o the frant rows was focused on the gate and they surged.
Fonward, pushed by peogle behind them who wanted to see who was happening.

At stage, according to paice withesses stones were thrown a them. The more
inexperienced constabies began fiing theirguns spontaneously. The mojoriy of those
kied orwounded wera shot n the back. Altogether 69 people ded. nclucing sight
women and ten chidien. 160 people were wounded.

& o T Lo, Black poitics n St Affa sinoe 1945, 210
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& Tha i o aatting o a S0




image20.jpeg
Source ¢
An eyeiiess account by jourmalist Humphrey Tyer

When the shooting started it did not stop until there was no living thingin the huge
compound in front of the police station. The pofce heve ciaimed they were in
desperate danger because the crowd was stoning them. Yet only three policemen

were reported to have been hit by stones - and more than 200 Africans were shot
down. The police also have said that the crowd was armed with erocious weapons'.
which ittered the compound after they fled. |saw no weapons, although I looked very
carefully. and afterwards studied the photographs of the death scene. Whie | was there
I saw only shoes, hats and a few bicycles Jeft among the bodies.

Source D
Statement by the South Afr

n High Commissioner in London in 1960

Accordng to the factual information now available, the disturbances at Sharpevile
on Monday resuted froma pianned demonstration of about 20 000 natives in which
demonstrators attacked the polce with assorted weapons including frearms. The
demonstrators shot first. and the poice were forced o fire in seif-defence and avoid
even more tragic result.

& Sources C.and D: Quoted 1 R Sjetorger etal, What is Evidencef, Francathy Pubishers, 1996, p. .

scuffle — aconfused or
disordery fight a cose
quarters

spontaneausly -not
planned orcased o sg-
‘gosad by outside nfluences
oras arasut of an order
ghen by a superior
ferocious - erca or savage
South Afrcan High
Commissionar— i chis
representaive of the South
Afcan govemment in Ban
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Moving towards the armed struggle

Sharpeville marked a turning point in the anti-apartheid struggle. There was a massive
outery, both nationally and internationally, about police actions there. The government
responded by declaring a state of emergency and banning the ANG and the PAC.

Both the ANG and the PAC had to rethink their strategies. They decided to embark on
a policy of armed resistance. The ANC set up a military wing called Umkhonto we Sizwe,
“the Spear of the Nation’, also known as MK. The PAG established its military wing called
Poqo, which means ‘standing alone’. Both groups were prepared to use sabotage and
violence to overthrow the government.




image22.jpeg
S e —"
the ANCating ths fst cung
ofnagotitons thated o
Gonmeracy b outh s

Ruth Mompati a long-standing ANG meme, explains wy the ANC
tume o amed resisiance.

“All the time that the Afican Nationa) Congress was using
peaceful means to try o bring change n South Afca, the
reaction from the regime was vilent. People were shot at
peaceful meatings. Thousands upon thousands of South Afizans
have died at th hands of the poiia.... There's also the violence.
of conditions of ving i South Afica .. We decided tha, i the
‘gunis what the South Afican regime has used to rule us, it will
hate to be the gun that breaks that rue.”

& QotadinLive of Courage: Women for 3 new Souh Afrca
by 0 Ausaat

< s cartos s st 1
Punch a Bt magacie n 1960
ooty s AN’ docistn b
- —
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sabotage - legal
destruction of property or
equipment by people who
arc opposed o he state
gueril warfaro - small
and often sacet roups
which g the enarmy

by using incomenional
methods, ather than

through dirct confrontation
inabatle
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The Rivonia Trial

Between 1961 and 1963, 200 acts of sabotage took place in South Africa, mostly organized
by the ANC. In 1963 the headquarters of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), at Lillesleaf Farm in
Rivonia, was raided and the entire leadership of MK was arrested. They were charged with
“recruiting people for training in sabotage and guerrilla warfare for the purpose of violent
reolution”.
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‘The govemment introduced
even harsher agisiaion

o suppress any violart
rasistanca.

The Sabotage Act 1962)
~ Sabotage was made a
rsasonale ffene,with
a minimum o e years'
impisonmert ant a maxi
mum penaty of ceath. A
“communstagiator coud
be placed under house
et This meant tht a
persan was nt allowed fo
Ieave s/ house for a
o part o he day.

The General Laws
Amendment At 1063)

- Tis Act gave the palice
the pawer o detan a parson
for 90 days without
During ths 90.day pariod,
the suspect had no access
o logal aice orvistors In
the next 18 morifs, more
than 1000 people were
detainad under this law.
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THE 1970s -
THE YOUTH TAKE CHARGE

Steve Biko and the Rise of Black Consciousness

The early 19605 saw the end of effective opposition from
the ANC and PAC within South Afiica. Umkhonto we Sizwe
and Pogo had been effectively crushed and the key leaders
were either banned, jailed or in exile. In the 19705, however
black resistan anew form - black co
Bla ousness (BC started in South Afi
auniversity student movement led by Steve Bil

Biko was a medical student who was borm in East Lon
in 1946, While he was studying, he formed SASO, the South
Aftican Students Organization, and becarme its first president
SASO was abreakaway movement from NUSAS (National

in Students), a mainly white student

ovement that was opposed to apartheid. Biko believed

that a white-led organization could not fight for the //‘ 4
black students. %

« pride in being bla
* adetermination that blacks sho
their dependenc

usness.
in 1969 as

F—l

& The symbclof the Blck
onwhites, Consciousness Movement
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Eight of the trialists (Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba,
Dennis Goldberg, Ahmed Kathrada, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Miangeni) were found
guilty and sentenced to Ife imprisonment. Photographs of these men hang prominently in
the Apartheid Museum. They show several of them in disguise because they were on the
run. The Rivoria Trial and the imprisonment of the ANC leaders broke the power of MK
and the ANG inside South Africa.

During the Rivonia Trial, Mandela made a four hour address to the court, ending with
these famous lines

During my lfetime | have dedicated
my it to this strugle of the African
people. | have fought against white
domination, and | have fought against
black domination. | have cherished the
idea of a democratic and free society
in which all persons live togetherin
harmony, and with equal opportunitis.
Itis an ideal which | hope to live for
and to achieve. But, i needs be, it is an
ideal for which | am prepared to die.
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Blacks think that everything good
is white. This attitude comes from
chilghood. When we go to school, our
school s ot the same s the white
school .. This is part of the roots of
the feeling of being inferior that our
kids get as they grow up. Our homes
are different, the streets are different
50 you begin to feel that there is
something incomplete about being
black, and that completeness goes
with being white

When you say “Black is beautifur’
you are saying, man, you are OK as you
are, begin to lock upon yourself as a
human being

Acapicd from | Wite Wht I Like ty Steve B

A Steve 8o, the ather of the Block
Consciousness Movement.
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The death of Steve Biko

“The tragic story of Steve Bikois told in

the Apartheid Museu’s Hall of Political
Executions. As Steve Biko became more
popular, the government increasingly saw
him as a threat. He was banned in 1973
and detained without trial for a few months
in1976. 1n 1977 he was arrested again

He was kept in a cell, naked and in chains,
He was severely tortured by the security
police. Within 18 days o his arrest, he was
dead. He was only 30 years old.

The Apartheid Museum has a video
recording of the callous reaction of the
Minister of Justice at the time, Mr Jimrmy
Kruger, to the death of Steve Eiko

callous - showing afack of
foaig forsamabody dsc's
painor hardship

& The Hallof oitical Eecutions i the
Aprtheds Miseun.

Onthe night of 12 September 1977, Mr Biko was
found dead in his cel. | never at any stage said
what N Biko died of. | don't know what he died
of . his death leaves me cold!

«Jimmy Keuger, Mivster f Justice
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The ideas of BC caught on particularly among the youth and they formed many
organizations in support of BC. In 1972 the Black People’s Gonvention (BPC) was
formed to co-ordinate all BG activities. Some historians believe that the ideas of black
consciousness influenced the actions of the students in the Soweto Uprising in 1976
which is described on page 71. Others disagree.
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1160 not remember any iberation movement,
such as the Black Gonsciousness Movement
orthe South Affican Student Movement
(SASM) contributing (o our daily meetings
and discussions. In short, as students we

| faced our own destny and problems

A Siiso Nalovy, 3 historian whowas  stdent i Soweto i 1976
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THE SOWETO UPRISING OF 1976

1n 1975 the Minister of Bantu Education, M.C. Botha,
teach half of the subjects in Standards Five and Six (now Grades 7 and 8 in Afrikaans.
People opposed this because they believed that the children’s education would suffer
They also opposed it because they saw Afrikaans as the language of the oppres:
On 16 June 1976, 20 000 students marched through Soweto in protest against the
use of Afrikaans in schools. The police fired on the crowd. Hector Pieterson was the first
child to die. He was 13 years old. The students responded violently and unrest swept
th

dered that African schools must

Although the uprising was eventually
It was the single biggest challenge to
govermment
major tuming

rushed by the police, it had important restits
he government and the apartheid system. The
onger ignore resistance. In many ways, the Soweto Uprising was a
int and marked the beginning of the end of apartheid

[swus] causation - tong:tem, short-term and mmeiate causes

History is concerned with causation, . explairing why things happened in the past

Al historical eventts have causes. It s often possible to classity them into long-term.

short-term and immediate causes.

« Long-term causes are the underlying conditions that create tension and build up over
a period of time.

« Ashort-term cause is an event or issue that takes place shortly before the event
takes place

« Animmediate cause is an evert or action that sparks off a series of events
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Read the

Source A
Stafstis for Sawet 1975

Popuiation
Area
Location.

Administration:
Electricity

Hotwater:

Hosptas:

Schoals

Number of pupils per class:
Average rent per month
Average income per month
Average cost of fving per month:
Number of nomeless:
Employment:

s to help you understand why the Si

1.5 millon
87 square kilometres

+10km south west of Johannesburg's
ity centre

West Rand Administration Board

20 %of homes

5% of homes

[

280

0

R40 fora two-roomed house

RI00

R0

400 000

very litle in Soweto - most people
commute daiy to work eisewhere in the
Greater Jahannesburg region

AWhat i Histary? Siotavile Educational Oiviion, p. 45
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Source B

Given biack grievances ranging from low pay and poor housing to the pass laws and
poltical epression, vitually any issue could have set offa generalised upheaval
The one that finaly did was the regime’s decision o implementa policy of teaching
Palf the courses in Afiican secondary schools in the Southern Tansvaal through the
medium of Afrikaans.

AL Harseh, White Rule - Black Revol, 35
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Source C

< Students marching in
Saweioon 16 e 1976,

Source D

No new secondary schools were buit in Soweto between 1962 and 1971 because
itwas govermment policy that al new schoals should be built exclusivel in the
~homelands. As a result. secondary school classes were severely overcrowded and
many teachers resorted to increasingly harsh methods to maintain control. Pupils
bittery resented this

A Adapted from Swweto: A Hisory b . Bormerand L Sezol . 78
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Source E

People who were trying to promote political awareness were encouraged when, early
in 1973, SASO students staged walkouts from biack universities. Many of these 'drop-
outs" became teachers in Soweto schools Amed with BC ideology. SASO activists
inspired a new spirt of radicalism. Meny students tel of the impact these teachers
had on their ves.

A Adaptedfrom Sowweto: A Hisory by £ Bormer and L Sezolp 80

Source F

There was an atmosphere of revolt'in the 19705, There were the liveration struggles
in Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe and Naribia. There were the black workers'
strikes n the 19705

A Quoted n The Right to Leam by P Christi, p. 243
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It affected us both positively and negatively. A ot of us missed out on normal school.
Butitassisted us to know that the struggle for freedom needed the commitment and.
support of the fberation movements who were then banned as well 25 feaders who

were impiisoned. It setn our ives the role of fulktime activism. The Soweto uprising.
changed the history and landscape of the polities of the country permanenty. Young
‘people swelled the ranks o the lberation movements abroad. especialy the ANC.

A Baby Tyawa was a student who was insoived in the Soweto Urising. I the above terview i 2003 she
explains the sinifcance of the uprsng.
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From the 19405 to the 19705, resistance to apartheid took many different
19405, the resistance movement was still moderate, but in the 19505, it turned to
but non-violent, confrantation. I the early 19605 it took up ams in the struggle. The
state met every attempt at resistance by increasing its repression

Despite the South African government's harsh policies and the growing poverty and
hardship of the African people, there was litle organized black resistance against the
state until things began to change in the 19405 There were many popular struggles
during this time, including housing protests and bus boycotts. Many of these struggles
were inspired by the activites of the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA), which was
rmed in 1921, Alarge number of the leaders of the CPSA were white.
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