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Textual Primary Sources for the Tang China

*Description of women riders in the T’ang period

“Treatise on Carriage and Dress” in the Old Tang History 

at the beginning of the Kai-yuan period [713-742] the palace ladies who rode behind the carriages all wore central Asian hats, exposing the face, without a veil.  Suddenly, their hair also was exposed when they broke into a gallop.  Some were wearing men’s dress and boots.

From Osvald Siren, Chinese Painting: Leading Masters and Principals citation in Michael Sullivan, The Arts of China, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984. Pp.139-140.
*Description of Ch’ang-an capital city of Tang Emperors 

Ban Gu, Chinese Poet of Tang period

In the nine markets they set up bazaars, Their wares separated by type, their shop rows distinctly divided. There was no room for people to turn their heads, Or for chariots to wheel about. People crammed into the city, spilled into the suburbs, Everywhere streaming into the hundreds of shops.

Translated by David Knechtges; cited by Xiong, p. 165.  found on website:

http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/cities/china/xian/xian.html
*Discussion of burial preparations

Chu His's Family Rituals
Prepare the lower-world furnishings. This refers to the bed curtains, cushions, armrests, tables and the like. These should also resemble those used in life but be smaller.
Prepare the container. There should be one with a bamboo cover, to hold the offerings of wine and meat.
Prepare baskets. There should be one with a bamboo cover, to hold the five grains.
Prepare earthenware jars. There should be three made of pottery to hold the wine and dried meat.

Chu His's Family Rituals, translated by Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Princeton University Press, 1991, p109.

