Slave Narratives
Remembering Slavery in America
From: UCI History Project
History Standards: 8.7.2 
Trace the origins and development of slavery; its effects on black American and on the region’s political, social, religious, economic, and cultural development, and identify the strategies that were tried to both overturn and preserve it…
CCSS Standards: Reading, Grades 6-8
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Guiding Question:
What do slave narratives demonstrate about the institution of slavery?
Overview of Lesson:
Five excerpts of interviews with former slaves are included.  The interviews were conducted in the 1930s.  
Students should be placed in groups of five.  Students should each be assigned one interview to read through.  As a whole class, guide them through the first set of questions, which asks students to identify the author, date, etc.  Once they know that information, ask them to explain to their group member who the former slave was, and make a prediction about what they would say in their interview.  After students have all gone around (about 5 minutes), have them silently work through their interview.  They should circle any words or phrases that they don’t understand.  At the end of the first read through, they may ask their fellow group members for help with their circles.  Move through the students so that you may offer additional assistance here.
Direct the students’ attention to the remaining questions.  Have them read the interview again, with the questions in mind, and them answer them as fully as possible.  Make sure to explain to students that their answers should include details from the text itself.  
If time allows, have them each summarize their interview in under one minute (use a timer) for their group members.  



Slave Narratives
The excerpts are from former slaves who were freed after the Civil War.  Most were children, or in their early teens, at the time they were in slavery.  These interviews were conducted in the 1930’s and then written down.  All of these interviews have been obtained from the Library of Congress.

What is the name of the former slave being interviewed?

How old are they (if it says)?

Where are they living?

Is there a date or year on the document anywhere?

Give a very brief summary of some the experiences the former slave describes:








Is there anything special that stood out to you or that you found really interesting?



Is there anything you have questions about or didn’t understand?
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Joms of Inberviewer, Pornslls Anderson

Sigoot Slavery Days = = Cruel Waster Murdered By Slaves.

gy - Taforsatien (If nb omough space on this page add page)

5 wuz born i Carolina uh slave an ah wur do oldest daughtuh of Christiens
Joh whose owner wus Nastor Leuls Amos. Mah mamy had lots uv chillum an she

5o maomiod de vhite ohillua, whut waz lef! memmyless. When sh wus very small

0 mah

toy rontod 8 out tuh soms very pe’ White foked, Dey wusm use tur slev
st
r nads him promise, fuh bot B or kuook u bout. Dey promise dey woulds

s

Duy oshrisd mo home ax sh olars dey wus o mesn tuh m +411 sh run off an tried

4ub fin’ do way back tub msh marster. Night oaught me in de woods. Ah she' war
scoorads Ah waz skeersd uv bears an panthers so sh orawled up in a ole bandomed
srib an ovouched down gainst do loft. AR went off bub slesp but waz woke by

a8 ah oould tuh de wall

catatn soratehta on do il bolows I stayed olos
v o prayin. et hing orasohed aLL atght an ah praved ll atgate Do
" 8o Marster

s mavnin dose white fokos semt word tuh Narster dat sh had lo
fom' 5 an teok me home and let me stay dar toe. i didn' work in de is1' sk
workod in do house. We lived in uh log oabin. Evah Sunda mewnin Marster Louis
would have all ue slaves tuh de house while he would sing an pray am read de Bible
b us alle

Do people dat awned de plantation near us had lots of sleves. Doy ownad lots

w b kin fokes. Dpy marstor would beat dem at night when dey come fum de fiel!

& losk em ups He'd whoop w2 sn sen' wm tuh de-fiel's Dey couldn' visit ne slaves
2 slaves was *lowed tuh visit em. Se mah sousin Sallis watohed him hide de

iy %0 e moved dem a 11'1 further back so dat he had tuh lean ovah tuh resch

i, Dat newin soon when he oome tuh lot em out she oracked him in de haid wid de
pkor un nade 11ttle Jos help put his haid in de fiuh place. Dat day in de fiel®
Littlo Jos mde er songs "If yo dom' bleave Aunt Sallle kilt Marse Jin de bleod

4 on b under dress™s He jes hollered hite

s Tafornatien given by, Charity Morrls

Pluso of Residemos
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rjunt Sallle kilt Marse Jim," Dey samined Aunt Sellle's under dre
1 i Jail £111 do baby coms den dey tried huh an sentenced huh tub bo hung an
o v

tur Yarster use +ub toll us 4f we loft do houss de patarollers would ostoh
1. 020 ight do patarollers rum mah two brothors home, Jos an Heary.

Then do ole haid died out dey shillun got de property. Yo ses we slaves wus

to sroportys Den we got separated. Sows sent one wey an some mothers Hit jes
sagpent dat Yarso Jin drewed m.

¥hon de Tiah broke out we oould heah 11'1 things bein seids We couldn' maks
et 50w begin tuh move orbout. Later we learat we wuz rumnis fum de wahe In

runiz we run intuh a bunch uv soldiers dat had got kilte Ob dat wuz torrible.

Aftuh mah brudders foun out dat dey was fightin tuh fres us dey stole hosses sn

rin vy tuh keop fum boin set fress Aftuth we got tuh Morris Creek hit war

blooky @ dar was ome uv de hosses burnin roun an roun in de wath wid his sy

shot out. Ve nevah saw nuthin else ur Joe mor Hemry mor de othub horse from dat

doy tuh dis one, But wo went om an on t111 we wome tuh & red houss and dat red

House represented froe. De white fokes wouldn go dst way cause dey hated tuh

£ us up. Doy turnt an went de othuh way but hit wiz too late. Do newa come

ét ¥r. 1inooln had signed de papubs dat mads us all free m ders ws soms !jolo-

fag ah tells yo, Ah wus & grown womn st dat time. Olo Mostor Amos brought us

33 fur ag Fo'dyos an turnt us a loose. Dat's wha' dey settled. Some uv de

Mo an mh sistuh come tuh

#4720 stayed wid om an some went tub othuh pleo
Giadon s settleds Ah mahried Goorge Morris. We hamn! seen cur pa m ma sinse
™z 'vided and sinoe we wuz chillus. When we got tuh Comden and settled down
Te%ont b work an sont back tuh do ol country aftuh ma ea pa. Earoute tu dis
@ty vo coms through Tennesses an ah menbuh comin through leaphis @ Pine Bluft
o Pordyen,

48w was conta we stooped et do Mississippd Rivih #h wur standin on de
Mok lockin at de groat roll uv vatuh high in de air. Semsbody snatahed m baok
¢ 4o watuh took n do bank wha sh wit standin. Yo cousd's stand too slose tuh

 rivin ‘oot uv de waves.
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Jor wuz & o6l! wintuh snd at night we weuld gather reun s large osmp fire

1s play sich gamos as "aok-in-de-bush out him dows" an "Ole gray mle out
sido him." Yaul kuow dem games ah kuows An im do sumser times at might we
slayed Julands. On our way tuh Arkansss we drove ox teans, jinie teans, dome

1oy toass, milo teams an horse temns. We sho had & good tme.
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Mabel Parrior,
10225 Lois lynn,

Montgonery, Alsbexa.

Asbasa

(phe) oo me,

(Martha Bradley).
e

Aunt Yartha s she 1 lmown to a1l her Ywhite folzs,® clatms to be 100 yeara

. e was a slave to Dr. Tucas of ¥t. Yeigs neighborhood long before the War

“stweon the States. Dr. lucas is one of the well knom Iucas festly, with whom

at some t1as While touring the United States in 1824,
%0r Narster wus sho good to oll his *alggers” She said. Us allus had plenty
to eat and plenty to wear, but de days mow 1s hard, if white folks gin you a

sickel or dize to g1t you sumin’ ¢! eat you has to write everything down in  book

sre you csn g1t it. T allus worked in the fisld, had to carry vig loge,had stro

o oy aras and then logs wes put in ds strop and hauled o & pile whers they all war.

‘e norning hit was ainin! af 1 &idn' wama go to the £1s14, but do oversee! he
226 and got me and started whooping me, I junped on him and bit end ileked him 'til

© lemse go, T a14n't know mo Better then, 1 didnt kuow he was de one to do dab.t

Tut lavster Lucas gin us Big timss on Christass and July. Us 'ud have big

4nners and all the lesonade us cowld driak. The dianer'd be spread out om de

rowd st all the uiggers would stand roun! and est ell doy wanted. Wnat wes lef!

4 taks 1t to our coblns. Yemcy lucas waz de cook fer sber' body. Well, she'd

of fen tut she wouldn't lex to cut dem cakes often.

15 000k good cakte and had plen
50 keep 'ea in & safe. One day I go to dat safe and T ssed soss and I masted it 5o

48 4111 T jes' had to heve soms. Nancy say to me. 'Martha, did you cut dat cake? 'T

. Yo sirl dat knifo fust flew 'roun by dtaelf end cut dat coke.!

%080 day T wiz workin! in da 163 and da overssor he cose 'roun snd say sumtn!
2o ho had o bizmess say. T took 1y hos and kuosksd kim plua fown. T imowed Thse
« cwpin’ bad 20 T ran to da bushes. Karster Duces come and got mofitarted

' me. T aay to Marater lucas viut dat overscer sez fo me and Marster ucas

554 mo 50 mose.  Harae Tncas was allus good o s and e wouldat Lot oty v

r hts niggors, "

46
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o
“hors waa plenty waite flks dat az sho vad ¢ do niggers, and specially dem

avisasers, A migger whnt lived on the plantation jinin' ours shot and Killed m

ceor; don he run 'way. Ee come €0 de river and seed a white nan on udder side

s say, 'ome and git me.' TWell. whon dey got hin dey found out wut he'd done,

s gwine to burn him 'live. Jodge Clenents, the man dat koep law and order, say

1s rouléntt burn & dog '1ive, so he le

But dey sho burn &at nigger 'live for T

a1 hia atter he waz burned wp.
U313 go to mestial to do Antloch Ghureh soms Sundays. Us'd g5 to do houss sd
© 2 pass. en we'd pass by the patterols. us jes' hold wp our pass and den us'd

s 0n. Dar waz a 'vidlal 'wixt do niggers and do white folks. Do White prescher’d

den de colored nan. Us'd stay at charch sost all day. Maen we 4ida' g0 fo

azoh, us'd g1t together 1n the quarters ead have preachin' and singin! smongst

ssselves.t

Sz cotton pioks

* timo us'd stay 12 ds 1614 111 way atter dari ond us'd pick

cantle light and den carry hit and put hit on do scaffcld. In de winter time

@uilt; jos! g0 fron one house to amidder in de quaster. Us'd weave all our

erert day clothes but Marster Iucas'd go to Modile ever! July and Christess and git

Sunday clothes, gl ue dresses and shoes axd we'd sho be prowd of es.

1

lavory tize dey doctorsd de sick folks ALf'funt frus what dey doss now.

* 5ol & man w0 sick dey had to put medicine down his thol

4 lak he wuz o horse.

ot well and sho ived to turn & key n 4o Jafl. Bf it wus in dese days

sen would be cay'd to de hospital snd cat oper lak a hamg. "

e:

wiz & slave whut lived in Uacon countys He run 'way axd when he wu

io26d doy Gug & hole 1n de ground and put his crost it snd beat him nigh to
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10230 Q,W Livingston, Alabama

DE UASTERS GOOD (/%' "J
BUT MEAN W

carden, removing a weed here and there, She pushed back the sun-

bonnet that shaded her eyes and began:

*I was bavn on Governor Reuben Chapman's place five miles
north of Livingston on May 14, 1843, My neme is Ay Chapman, Ky
sother was Clary Chapman sn' @y peppy was Bob Chapan, Dey both
ceme from Virgiany; my mamay from Petersburg an' oy pappy f'um
ichmond. Dey was driv' domn to Alabamy lak cattle an' Marse
Seuben bought 'em, He had a lot of ‘slaves caze he had a heap of
Slantations, but him an' hs wife stay most of de time in Huntsville
an' dey had & hesp of white oberseers. I had a plenty of chilluns
but not as many as oy mamay.

*¥ho was my husban'? Law ohile, T ain't never had no epecial
“usban'. T even forgits who was de pappy of some of dese chilluns

£ mine,

"Us had a mean cberseer, an' since Marse Reuben warn't never

t home, dem oberseers useter treat us somp'n awful, One day

rse Reuben come home an' when he foun! out dat de oberaeer was
ean to de slaves he commence to zive him a lecture, but when Kiss
“arlicla tuk a han' in de business, she didn't stop at no lecture,
e tol! dat oberseer dle: 'I hear you take my women an' turn dere
clothes ober dere haide an' Whup 'em. Any men dats got a family
“n' would do sich & thing oughter be sham' of hisself, an' iffen

7ov. Chepmen can't make you leave, I kin, 8o you see dat rosd dere?
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Tell, make tracks den.' An' Nistis, he lef' raght den. Ee didn't
walt for no coaxin', Ke was de meanes' oberseer us ever had, He
tuk ny ollest brother an' had hin stretched out Jus' lek you see
Christ on de cross; had him chained, an' T sot down on de groun!

hinm an' oried all night lack Mary an' dem done. Dat oberseer

s de fus' one dat ever putt me in de fiel!, an' he whupped me wid
e cat er mine tails when I was stark naked.

"Den dere was amudder mean man nahed who was alvayé a-beatin!
nigger women caze dey Wouldn't mind him.

"Us warn't learned to read an' write, but kr. Ferry Brown's
laves were. He owned & big plantation, Us &ldn't go to no nigger
church, caze dere warn't hone. I was babtized in Jones Oreek, an!
Dr. Eason's a white preacher, J'ined me to de Jones Creek Babtist
Church long fo! de war, an' de song I lacked/bes' was a white folks

ong. Twarn't no nigger song. It was lack dey sing it now, 'cep!

101 lovely, Hiss, mo! lovely.
Dark was de night
Col! was de groun!
On which ny Savior lay
Blood in draps of sweat run down
In agony he prey.

Lawd, move did bitter cup
If sich dy sacred will

It not content I'll arink it up
Whose pleasure I'11 fullfil,

"An' anudder one us niggers useter sing was mighty pretty:

In evil long I tuk de light
An' led by shame an' fear

Then a new object stopved ny flight
An' stopoed my wild career.
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I saw him hangin' on.a tree
In agony an' blood

He ixed his languid ey
As near higs cross I stood.

Sho'_never 111 my 1
Kin I forglt dat look

He seemed to change me wid his death
Yit not a word he spoke,

ter breath

Uy consolence felt an' owned de guilt
An' plunged me in despair

I saw my sins his blood had epilt

An' helped to nail him dere.

Yassun, I iin tell you things sbout slavery times dat would

ro! Blood bile, but dey's too turrible, I jus' tries to for-

"I eould tell you 'bout bein' run myself wid dem nigger dogs,

e11 you dough 'bout & mean

2t T atn't gvineter 4o 1t, I will

«n who whupped & cullld woman near 'bout to death, She got 5o

w28 at hin dot she tuk his baby chile whut was playin' roun' de

-ard and grab nin up an! thlowed 1t in o pot of 1ye det she was

sin' to wash wid, His wife come a-hollin' an' run her ars dovn

1= de bollin' 1ye to gLt de chile out, an' she near 'bout burnt her

e Jered de chile

s off, but it a1dn't Go no good 'oaze when s

ut he was dnld.

"One day I seed ole Unker Tip Toe all bent over a-comin' down

rosd an' I ax hinm whut all him an' he say: 'I's been in de

tocks an' been bert 111 de blood come, Den ole assa 'ninted

flesh wid red papper en' turpentine an' I's been most dead but

L5 somewhat better now,! Unker Tiptoe belonged to de meanes' cl!
areter around here,

“But, honey, T ain't never tol! nobody all dis an' ain't gwine

', Ride me hon 's cripple; a com was de

11 you no

now, caze

60
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ne roun! @at new orchard whut T planted

She arug

e done run avay wid me. listis I wished you would

rite ny son in Texas an' tell him dat I say

tefen he 'specks me to make him anymo! of dem star quilte, he
Leaic

Bott, on here an' kiver my house, De roof sho! does

61
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Siabana Eaward F. Harper, O
5 Birmingaham.

ESTHER KING CASEY.

Living with her grandchildren at 801 Washington Avenue, Birming-

an, Alabana Esther King Casey, former slave of Capt. Benry King of

Anericus, Georgia, recalls from fadf

g memory a few vivid scenes of the

ey when men in gray moved hurridly about the town, suddenly dlsappeared
for & while end then returned, one by one, with weary, halting tread and
ollow faces, while gloom and despair hovered over the town like a palld

ot desolattome

Less vivid in her memory are the stories told her by her grand-

or of a long voysge across the ocean, of the arrivel in a new land

@21ed Hobile, and of slaves being s0ld at public auction. Less vivid,

0, are the memories of her own Journey to Georgia, where she, with

“ parents and brother, were brought to be the slaves of Captain King.
9T wae only four or five years old wheh we came to Captain Xing's

15 house," sald the old woman, brightening with pride.in her ability to

collect. Her manners bore the marks of culture and refinement, and

1y void of the wsual Negro dlalect. She 1s an

#r speech was surprisi

the former slave who was educated along with the white child-

family.

"There were eight or ten slaves in all,” Ssther continued. We

7ed in a house in the backyard of Castain King's Big House. My mamna

e cook. Papa was a mechanic. He bullt houses end made tools

* echinery. Captein King gave me to the 'white lady;' that was Nise

the Gaptain's wife. Captaln King was a fine man. He treated all

15 Just 1ixe his own family. The 'white lady' teught us o bo res-
ctable and truthful.”
When asked if she had ever been punished for misbehavior the

"Once the ‘white Mady' whipped me for play-

woman emiled and sal
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ing with the Jailer's children, She had told me not to play with them

ecause they were not good company for me. Sne sald that she wanted to

se me to be good and truthful, and that the jailer's little walte
\ildren told lies and talked bad."
Esther. remenbers well the mobilization of grey-uniformed troops

st the courthouse which stood only a blook frém
De King residence. "Ine town was filled with soldiers for several

vs," she said. "They assembled about the courthouse and had speak

tnze. One day ! passed there with my papa and saw Abrghan Lincoln hang-

from a noose in the courthouse square. Of course, 1t wee only an

Ay of Keranan Lincoln which was used %o show vhar the solaters
tought of him. Papa told me that the soldlers shot the effigy full of
Jiat hotes vefore they left town.

"Before Capta:

King left he brought a man with him from the
sourthouse to velue his property. The slaves were valued, t00. I re-

ot Captain ¥ing 11fting me high above his’head and saying to the

'T wor

't take a thousend dollars for this little gem.'"

8ne psused a moment. The light in her eyes showed that she was
eiffing the thrt1l of that chldnosd inoident.

T 8ol

"Then Captain King left with the oth ere. Papa stayed

00k cave of the 'white lady' end the house. After & while ny bro-

“er ran avey and Jolned the trocps to fizht for Captain Ki

He came

after the var, but Captain Xing did not. Beveral years later I
S a man down in south Georgle who 014 me that he belonged to Captain
1nz's troops. He sald that he was standing near him when he was killed.
*#fter the proclamation the aleves were Tree. Most of them leasea
%o plantation owners. I stayed with mamma and the 'white lady.'®
Krs., ¥ing had taught the 11ttle slave girl to read and Write,
hen schools were opened for the freed slaves she told the child's

r to send her to school. Fees of fifty cents a month were charged,
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tirs. ¥

¢ child remained with her. At e

paid as long as

cars of age the girl had ssquired sufficient education to qualify to

emen 1

the public schools for Negroes. After three years of teaching

e nsrried Jin Casey, an ex-slave, who took her to his "three-plow"

©a in south Georgia.

" said the 014 woman.

"No man ever lived who was finer than Jim
¥y Gaughter used to say that I loved him more than Cod, and that God
as Jealous and took him away from me."'

After her only daughter's death in 1919, Esther vas brought to

zhan by hor crandson who has kept her comfortadly ever since. Her

&ir ts just turning gray, though ehe was born in 1858. The 1ittle

riar pipe, which she endeavors to conceal from strangers, is the only

trard evidence that she has anything in common with otherGof her gene-

tion,
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Aloxander 3. Johnson,
Btratnghan, Alabare.

isvema.

U S sty

AT ST oy,
Ao J

"hey 12 a1l gons, scattered, and old massa snd aissus have disd,’ Tat was

4o saquence of the tragis tele of acle" Gua Brom, the body servant of Milias

and vho knew Stomemill

fought beside him n the Tar betmees the Stat

Tacle Gus® recslled happesinge on the o14 plantstion where he vas resred.

wond, Vizgints, Uncle

s astor was a Mng" sen. he esid cn whose plantation in Rick

Gus mmited on the tables ab large feasts aad funoblons of the syacious dave before

nes entrusted %o go with the mester's boya domn to the old swiasing hole

thes, Hids, & the bushes on the

sii go in "washin.? Tuey would take off their ol

e end go in diving,

siie of the bask, put e big plask by the side of the Sl4 mater k

ming end have all the fus that yousgeters would went, he seid.

parently hie naster'c hone ves  plentation house wita large colume and vith

tnat the hoses arousd Richmond have to cffer, About it

1 the glitter aud gl

5 lerge graln atorage places, for the master wes & grein desler sad men on the

ttation produced and growsd lerge quantities into flour.

ora smcicings as he

Bun vorked around the house, and be Tesesbers well the

%0 emstion 1n the for o

Sons

those oocasions we all got togotber snd hat & resular Zvad

Tacle, Sae was anted,” do you remeaber axy of the cld superstitions on the
totiont Dia they have axy black cat storiest®
We was oducated Nogroos on our plyntation. Tae old bossman taught

2 bellevs n that sort of thise.

4014 hia folke bofo! de war

ML wall renestior wasn Go var cane. 010 sassa had

ia', 50 ve was reaty for 164

dat 1% was

Seforsnand the raster called all the servants he ceuld trust and told thea to got

ngs of value. They 414 that, he emlained end

811 of the silver and other
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aftervard they tock the big box of treasures and carriod 1t out ia the forest and A
£t under the trusk of a tres which was marked. Fone of the Nogross ever told the
Yaskees where 1t wes 8o when the war ended the master had his silver back. Of course

the war laft hia without some of the things vhich he used o have but he never

ered.

“efnen o var case ant we s11 west to figat the Takess. I was a body servant to
the master, and once o bullet ook off his hat. Yo all thought he wes shot Wut he
vaentt, ant T vas stesdin' by his side all the tine.t

*I romosber Stonewall Jackson. He was & bl nen with long whiskers, and very
brav, Te all fought wid hiz wntil his desth.®

e wax't besten. we war starved out! Somstimes we had parched corn to sat and
sonstines we 414a't have a bite of mothin', becsuse the Unton mens come end tuck all
6 Tood Tor thetr selves. I can stll remesber part of my minety yosrs. I remesbers
7o fought 2l de vey from Virginta and winded wp 1n enssseb's Gep.®

Mlian tins case for frsedon sost of us wur glad.” o Liked tho Yarkeos. They

s good to us, "Tou Ls all now free.® 'You can stay on the plantation or you cen go.'

211 steyod there util old masse dted. Den I worked on de Seaboard Airline whem it

cone to Birmtngham. I have been here ever stnce.”
"Iz g1) 4o years since de war I cemnot forget 0ld masea. He was good oud kind.

nover beltoved

slavery tut b

ey was tied wp in slsves and be &14att went
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